Biological records
• Records are best when they are temporally and spatially
complete and when they encompass a wide variety of both
rare and common taxa.
• It is not possible to make informed decisions on species
numbers (or changes in numbers or distribution) without
evidence-based data.
• Biological records when comprehensive and complete can
help track the movements of invasive species, or show
population reductions (numbers and distribution) over time.
• Some data is prioritised as it is used in the decision making
processes for development/protection of land or buildings.

Jersey Biodiversity Centre
• The JBC is a not-for-profit organisation that provides
biodiversity information and educational services to a
range of users.
• During 2018 the JBC is funded from the following sources:

•
•
•
•

Countryside Enhancement Scheme (States of Jersey)
Ecology Trust Fund (States of Jersey)
The Gerard Le Claire Environmental Trust
Hosting and annual grant from the Societe Jersiaise

• Income is also generated by charging consultants for
commercial ecological data, via donations from the public
and from charging for the time of our Education and
Outreach Officer.

JBC - Aims
• To collate and manage biological records within Jersey’s territorial
waters
• For the records to be used by environmental decision makers and
planners to safeguard the Island’s biodiversity for future generations
• To provide high quality, accurate and timely data to those requiring it
for research or for commercial endeavours
• To assist local government with compliance with International
environmental agreements
• To provide support and assistance for local recorders and recording
groups and to facilitate greater communication between the members
of the recording community in Jersey
• To create and maintain an online recording facility to allow for the easy
submission and management of biological records

JBC data recording
• The JBC holds over 400,000 terrestrial and marine species
records for Jersey and its territorial waters.
• The JBC works with many highly skilled members of the
voluntary community who gather biological records within
Jersey and its territorial waters.

• We also work with conservation organisations, government
departments, researchers and ecological consultants.
• The JBC standardises the records to allow for their use in our
system.
• Moving forward we will be encouraging data providers to
submit their data through the Indicia system so that it can
be verified by local experts.

What is the data used for?
• The data collated by the JBC is shared with third parties to
inform decision making around:

•
•
•
•

land management
development planning
academic research
nature conservation work

• Data from the JBC can contribute to compliance with
requirements in law and government guidance.

• Data can also be used to formulate laws and policies

Current data system
• The JBC currently uses a bespoke Access database
and a linked GIS capability in order to provide data to
data users for the requested geographical area.
• We hold import data sub-sets which are the ones
primarily used by our main users
• We are aware that there are some gaps in our data
knowledge, and we are looking to encourage
targeted recording to fill these gaps
• Modern web-based recording systems and apps are
being used successfully elsewhere and we have
recently launched this facility locally.

Important data
Notable and protected species

• GIS layer within dataset, requires good quality spatial
and temporal data to fully protect the listed species
Key users: local authorities, conservation bodies

Bat data
• Roost data and other bat data at a locality and within a
specified buffer zone
Key users: developers and their consultants, local wildlife groups,
government

Site or locality data search
• The results of a searches on a named site or defined area
extract data on the biodiversity.
Key users: developers and their consultants

Missing data
• Common species such as moles, rabbits,
rodents
• Difficult to identify species or often ignored
species such as spiders, insects, cryptic
species
• Nesting birds – very important
• Repeated survey data to see differences
over time
• Important to fill these gaps in knowledge to
enable monitoring of the Islands
Biodiversity, especially with respect to
protected species and habitats

Citizen Science
• Increase Participation in Wildlife Recording
• The JBC seeks to encourage more people to appreciate the
region's biodiversity, improve wildlife identification skills and
increase participation in biological recording through the
delivery of a volunteer and public events programme

• In the future we hope to encourage more citizen science based
surveys of key species following the appropriate training of
volunteers in species identification
• Our Education and Outreach Officer will be developing this
idea in 2019
• We are encouraging the public to record wildlife sightings
online using our new website and app

jerseybiodiversitycentre.org.je
• JBC has launched it’s new website
• The website is built on the Indicia platform and allows data to be
submitted ‘casually’ by completing the species information and
then clicking on a map of Jersey to record the location of the
sighting.
• There is also the ability to register on the website and you will then
be able to view all the data you have added to the system.
• The data is verified by experts, securely stored and can be used to
guide environment policy and to inform data users of the
biodiversity within an area which may be under threat of
development.

Submitting data online
• Data can be submitted directly through our website,
or via apps such as iRecord can be used
• Data can be submitted via many data entry portals
where there are national monitoring programmes
such as UKBMS or Plant Tracker.
• All of the data recorded in Jersey or our territorial
waters will automatically appear on our system
• Many of the voluntary community skilled data
collectors will be verifying the records to ensure that
the quality of the data remains high.
• We are grateful for this commitment.

Working together
• We will provide training on use of our website to anyone
that requires it
• We can provide spreadsheet templates to satisfy individual
data requirements. We hope you will upload your own
data but will still accept data submission in other formats
• We can accept sensitive data and blur accordingly
• We hope to use our new site to promote targeted species
surveys and to help to reduce our ‘missing data’
• We look forward to working with all of you to increase data
recording Jersey
• By providing data you are directly involved in protecting
the species and habitats in Jersey

Thank
you
Jersey Biodiversity Centre
Societe Jersiaise
7 Pier Road
St Helier, JE2 4XW
jbc@societe-jersiaise.org
www.jerseybiodiversitycentre.org.je
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