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Length: Less than 1km
Duration: Around an hour at a slow pace

Not suitable for wheelchairs or buggies 
(though a manageable walk for children 
aged 2 +)

Refreshments and toilets available at 
Hamptonne Country Life Museum nearby 
(check Jersey Heritage website for 
opening times)

hether you’re in wellies and waterproofs 
or shorts and t-shirt, there’s something 

new to discover every time you visit the woods 
below Hamptonne in St. Lawrence.

Park in the small parking area on Le Chemin des 
Moulins, St. Lawrence beside the willow toad. 

Your walk will start to the left, down the steps 
and over the little bridge. 
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he path takes you along beside the 
meadow. On a sunny day, look out 

for dragonflies patrolling the stream 
and butterflies fluttering around the 
long grasses.

he wall to your left 
along the roadside is 

rumoured to have been 
constructed by locals 
during the occupation 
to make them look busy 
so that they were not 
given another job to do 
by the German soldiers!



s you bear right along the path 
and walk beneath the trees, 

see how many Sycamores you can 
count. Their helicopter seeds travel 
well and grow extremely fast.

ollow the upper path until 
you reach a grassy clearing. 

Here is the start of the Toad 
Trail, with chains of ‘toad spawn’ 
woven into the willow dome. The 
dome makes a lovely picnic stop.



o continue the trail, head back 
the way you came, over the 

bridge then down onto the lower 
path following the stream.

If there has been rain, the area 
to your right will be lovely and 
muddy – perfect for squelching in 
and making mud pies. To the right 
of the next little bridge you can go 
down into the stream to paddle. 

hen you’re finished playing in 
the mud and the stream, stomp 

over the bridge and look out for the 
wooden bench showing the whole 
of the toad lifecycle. From this bench 
you can see small ponds opposite in 
which it is hoped toads will breed.



s you continue along the path, keep your 
eyes peeled for the tadpole developing 

into a toadlet in various sculptures nestled 
amongst the plants and trees.

The low wall you will notice running along 
the side of this path is the remains of a leat 
which carried water between mills at either 
end of the valley.

long the way, look out for 
spiky Butcher’s Broom 

(which was really used as 
a broom by butchers for 
sweeping their floor); circular 
Navelwort leaves (so-called 
because they look like belly-
buttons) and a variety of 
trees such as Chestnut, Ash, 
Oak and Sycamore.

If you are quiet, you might be 
lucky enough to spot rabbits, 
red squirrels, buzzards, great 
tits and woodpeckers.



nce you have descended the steps at the   
end of the path, you will be greeted by the 
magnificent larger-than-life adult toad.
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