
    Directions

Starting Point
Quétivel Mill Car Park, Mont Fallu, St Peter. 

Public Transport
Bus 8a.

Difficulty
This walk has been attributed an easy rating.

Duration
Allow 35 minutes for this 1km route.

St Peter’s Valley Mill Trail 
Walk 2 - Quétivel Mill to Tesson Mill

This short walk through St Peter’s Valley, heading south from Quétivel Mill to Tesson Mill, is aimed at families with older children. 
Instead of using the cycle track that follows the main road, this route takes walkers along the woodland trail that follows the stream. If 
you wish, you can return to Quétivel Mill along the cycle track. 
As they walk to Tesson Mill, children will learn about Jersey’s milling history. On the way back, there are plenty of opportunities to 
spot native trees and plants – and also look out for birds, insects and mammals.

Exit the car park via the path to Quétivel 
Mill. Keeping the mill to your right, descend 
the timber steps to join the tarmac cycle 
track. Walk past Quétivel Mill, over the 
wooden bridge and stop at the main road. 
Turn right on the main road, walk up Mont 
Fallu and take the first turning on the left 
into the driveway for Midvale Apartments. 
Keeping straight, walk through the gravel 
car park to join the woodland trail.

Background information on  
St Peter’s Valley Mills
Once upon a time there were 45 working 
mills on the Island, with eight along 
the stream that runs through St Peter’s 
Valley. From north to south, these were 
Gigoulande, Valley Farm, Tostin, Gargate, 
L’Houmel, Quétivel, Tesson and La Cave.

During the medieval period, many 
Islanders were tenant farmers – meaning 
they farmed on land belonging to 
someone else. The King of England 
owned lots of land in Jersey in those 
days and if you farmed his land you 
were expected to mill your grain at a 
‘Crown’ mill. Quétivel Mill was reserved 
for Crown tenants living in the Parish 
of St Brelade; Gargate was reserved for 
tenants living in St Peter; and Gigoulande 
was for tenants living in St Mary.

In return for milling their grain, each 
tenant was expected to give their 
landlord one sheaf of wheat in every 
sixteen; this was known as paying ‘suite 
au moulin’. 

As you walk along the first stretch of 
path, look out for the stream on the 
left-hand side. This carries the water 
downstream to Tesson Mill.

Continue straight along the path, ignoring 
the bridge on the left. Stop when you see a 
green bungalow in the distance on the  
left-hand side.

The area of land where the green 
bungalow sits was once a quarry used 
for quarrying Jersey granite. Did you 
know that granite is still quarried further 
up St Peter’s Valley near Gigoulande 
Mill?

Can you see how the stream has 
been strengthened with sandbags 
in places? What would happen to 
the waterwheel at Tesson Mill if you 
removed the sandbags at this point 
and all of the water escaped into the 
meadow?

Keep walking until you come to a reservoir, 
with granite posts sticking out of the water, 
on the left-hand side.

St Peter’s Valley was the centre of great 
activity during the Occupation, when 
the Germans built a power station at 
Sandybrook [further downstream on 
the site of Bel Royal Motors]. This small 
reservoir was created as a water cooling 
plant for the power station. 

Can you see the sluice gate by the 
stream? The water levels in the 
reservoir can be topped up by opening 
the sluice gate to release water from 
the stream.
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Background information on Tesson Mill
Dating back to 1274, Tesson is the largest 
mill in Jersey and the only one to be 
‘industrialised’ with the addition of a steam 
engine in the 1830s. Before the steam room 
was installed, the Miller had to rely on a 
steady flow of rain in order to mill - and 
with seven other mills in the valley, there 
was lots of competition for water. We know 
there was a drought in Jersey in 1815 when 
the stream in St Peter’s Valley dried up. 
With the addition of a new steam engine at 
Tesson, the Miller was able to mill all year 
round.

Look down into the courtyard area
Imagine what this scene might have looked 
like in the 19th century, with sacks of coal 
being delivered by horse and cart and the 
coal being carried in to stoke the steam 
engine? Across the courtyard, alongside the 
main building, finished sacks of flour would 
have been loaded into a horse and cart 
ready for delivery to the Island’s bakeries.

Look up at the tall five-storey building
Imagine how this might have looked in the 
19th century. We know that oats, wheat, 
barley, cattle beans and maize/corn were 
all milled at Tesson. First the heavy sacks 
of grain would have been hoisted up to the 
upper floors where they were stored. 

The grinding process began on the second 
floor, where the miller emptied the grain 
into large wooden bins. From here it 
travelled down a chute in the base of the 
bin to the hopper, which sat above the 
millstones on the first floor.

Grain tickled out of the base of the hopper 
into the feed shoe, which fed the grain 
into the centre of the millstones. As the 
top stone rotated on the bottom stone, it 
crushed the grain into flour, which dropped 
down a chute into a bin on the ground 
floor. Here it was bagged up ready to be 
transported to the Island’s bakeries.

Keep walking along the path and stop when 
you see the water gushing down the leat.

The waterwheel at Tesson is unique in 
Jersey, as it is the only double-width wheel, 
with two rows of buckets. The wheel was 
fully restored under the guidance of the 
Trust in 2006.

Continue down the slope onto the road, turn left 
and enter the courtyard on the left-hand side.

Can you see the Miller’s cottage?  
In 1901 the Miller was Samuel Gilley, 
who lived at Tesson with five of his nine 
children and a servant. In 1908 a serious 
fire broke out at Tesson, destroying the 
interior of the mill completely. In 1908 
Mr Gilley sold the mill to the New Jersey 
Waterworks Company, who brought it back 
into use during the Occupation. When the 
mill fell into disrepair in the 1990s, it was 
purchased by the National Trust for Jersey 
who restored the mill to its former glory. 
The main building has been converted 
into apartments, which are rented out to 
generate funds for the Trust’s ongoing 
work. However, the engine room is open to 
the public on Mondays and Tuesdays from 
May – September. 

You can either return to the car park via 
the same path or head down to the road 
and come back along the cycle track, which 
borders the road. The woodland path is the 
safest route for children. 

Here are some things to look out for as 
you walk back to the car park along the 
woodland trail.

Can you find a fern plant?  
Lush, ancient and primitive, ferns are 
magnificent non-flowering plants that 
reproduce via spores. They are a common 
sight in woods, as many species are shade 
tolerant.

Can you see a shortish prickly plant with 
red berries? 
Butcher’s Broom is a common site in St 
Peter’s Valley. Traditionally butchers 
bundled the branches of this plant together 
to create a brush for sweeping down 
their chopping boards – hence the name, 
Butcher’s Broom.

Listen carefully – How many different 
types of bird can you hear in this 
peaceful part of the valley? 
Great tits are a common visitor to St Peter’s 
Valley, along with Blue Tits, Woodpeckers 
and Short-toed Treecreepers.

Can you find a big mound of sticks and a 
pile of logs?
Deadwood habitats, such as log piles and 
wood stacks, support a surprisingly wide 
varity of wildlife: beetles use deadwood 
to feed on; woodlice, centipedes and 
millipedes take shelter in the dark, damp 
conditions and they, in turn, attract 
predators such as hedgehogs, toads, mice 
and birds. 

Can you spot a dragonfly or damselfly 
down by the stream?
Brightly coloured and fast flying, 
dragonflies are among our most impressive 
insects. They feed on other insects, such as 
flies, midges and mosquitoes and can often 
be spotted feeding by the stream. What is 
the difference between a dragonfly and 
a damselfly? When resting, a dragonfly 
keeps its wings open, but damselflies fold 
their wings on top of their bodies. Another 
way to tell them apart is to watch them fly. 
Dragonflies have strong direct flight, while 
damselflies fly in a fluttery fashion. 

If you are enjoying your walk and would like 
to carry on to the Mill Pond, download Walk 
1, beginning at ‘To the Car Park along the 
Woodland Trail’.


