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Plate Warmer
The plate warmer at 16 New Street has three little shelves 
inside to store the plates and an open back. Modern plate 
warmers are heated by electricity, but during the Georgian era 
the plate warmer was placed in front of a roaring fire in order 
to heat the plates. This one is made of metal - which is a good 
conductor of heat – meaning it heats up quickly. 

Tea Caddy
Tea was expensive in the Georgian era so Mrs Journeaux used 
to keep it under lock and key in a special box called a tea caddy 
(to stop the servants from stealing it). Because tea was so 
expensive, the same tea leaves were used several times before 
being thrown away: Mrs Journeaux, the mistress of the house, 
enjoyed the first brew; the senior servants enjoyed the second 
brew and the third brew went to the junior servants.  
After being used three or more times for drinking, the leaves 
were used for cleaning purposes: the housemaid would 
sprinkle the damp leaves on the floor – to absorb the dust –  
and then she would sweep them up with a dustpan and brush. 

Sugar Cone
Before granulated sugar was introduced to Britain in the late 
19th century, people purchased large ‘cones’ of sugar that 
arrived wrapped in paper and sealed with a wax seal. The cook 
at 16 New Street uses special scissors called nippers to cut the 
sugar into lumps, and then she grinds it up into ‘granulated’ 
or ‘caster’ sugar using a pestle and mortar. If she wants really 
fine sugar for icing, she sifts it afterwards to remove the lumps. 
Only wealthy families could afford sugar in the Georgian era, 
as it was imported from the West Indies. 
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Deportment Chair
The deportment chair was invented by Sir Astley Paston 
Cooper (1768-1841) to correct faulty posture in children.  
Good posture was considered very important in Georgian 
times, partly for medical reasons but also for discipline.  
Good deportment means keeping a straight back and an 
upright head, and moving in a dignified and elegant way.  
This little chair has a very small seat, making it virtually 
impossible to fidget or slouch.

Copper Samovar or Tea Urn
Mrs Journeaux loved to entertain her friends by having tea 
parties in the drawing room, but she didn’t trust the servants 
to make the tea for her (in case they stole some of her precious 
leaves!) - so she kept the tea and boiling water upstairs in the 
drawing room where she could prepare the tea herself.  
The copper samovar is like a modern kettle, but it isn’t powered 
by electricity (as that hadn’t been invented yet). To heat the 
water, cook heated a long metal rod on the kitchen fire (to make 
it red hot) and placed it inside the samovar to heat the water 
(if you lift the lid, you will see a central tube inside). When Mrs 
Journeaux wanted more hot water, all she had to do was twist 
the little tap at the base and pour it into her silver teapot. 

Wash Stand
Despite its sophisticated appearance, there is no running water 
at 16 New Street. Every drop is delivered in barrels to the door 
from the well in the garden. With no baths or basins,  
Mrs Journeaux uses just one jug of water for washing.  
The entire household only uses around 20 jugs per day – 
whereas the average modern home uses around 100 times 
as much! There are no flushing toilets either – and gentlemen 
were known to use the chamber pot in the company of their 
guests at dinner (but not when the ladies were present).  
One of the jobs of the scullery maid was to empty the chamber 
pot. The scullery maid at 16 New Street is the youngest servant 
in the house, just 11 years of age. Young girls were often taken 
into service in the Georgian era, as many poor families couldn’t 
afford to feed their children.


