
Childrens Activities

Indoors

How to make a Regency Bonnet
Upstairs in the Discovery Room at 16 New Street the Trust 
has some lovely illustrations of Regency headdresses on 
display and a selection of bonnets for visitors to try on.  
This bonnet has been adapted with spring flowers for Easter, 
but you could make one to wear at any time of the year.

You will need:
• 1 piece of card or old wallpaper, approximately  

42 x 30cm
• a glue stick or some PVA glue
• double-sided sticky tape
• adhesive film
• assorted ribbons or lace
• assorted fabric or silk flowers, to decorate

Mark out your design onto card or wallpaper, using the 
template as a guide. You may need to ask an adult or your big 

brother or sister to help as this is a bit fiddly. 

Attach a strip of double-sided sticky-tape along each long 
edge of the rectangular shape. Cut some sticky tape into 

short lengths and attach to the six tabs, as shown.

Decorate the rectangular piece with lengths of ribbon and 
flowers, either gluing them in place or fixing them with 

adhesive film. If you don’t have silk flowers, you could always 
paint some flowers onto your bonnet instead. 

Continue decorating the bonnet until you are happy  
with the effect. 
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Attach a frill and a larger flower to the straight edge of the 
circular piece, fixing it in place with sticky tape.

Carefully peel off the backing tape from the tabs and fix onto 
the rectangular shape to create a bonnet.

Turn the bonnet over and make sure the tape is secure.

Attach two pieces of ribbon, one at each side, to form a tie.

Create a little bunch of flowers and fix it in place  
with double-sided tape.
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