Hougue Mauger Short Walk
This is a lovely circular and fairly short walk around St Mary taking in country lanes, passing beautiful granite farms and houses and
with wonderful views, on a clear day, of Guernsey, Sark, Herm and the smaller Channel islands of Jethou and Brecqhou.

Starting Point
Start in the carpark across the road from
St Mary’s School and take the roadside
footpath toward St John.
Public Transport
Route 7.
Difficulty
This walk has been attributed an easy to
moderate rating.
Duration
Estimated walk time 1 hr.

Directions
Where the path reaches the crossroad,
turn left down Route de L’Eglise keeping
an eye out for traffic as the main road
can be busy.
Once in the quiet lane and past
the school playing field you are
surrounded on either side by small
fields with tall mature trees and
open views. Where the lane bends
sharply to the right it becomes Rue
de la Grange and there are a number
of interesting stones in the left hand
hedge line and the pillars at the head
of the long drive. The hedge line
stones are Diorite which is often found
in Stone Age ceremonial areas in the
island and their size and shape are
similar to those found in Hougues and
Cist graves. The right hand pillar is
topped by the remains of a road side
cross and sits on top of an egg stone
yet another feature from the Stone
Age landscape.
The granite houses that you pass
are worthy of mention as they are
fine examples of Jersey farm houses
at their best. On reaching the next
junction look out for the pig sty at the
rear of the house on the left hand side
that has been beautifully restored.

Turning left into Rue des Marais note
how the general habitat changes as
even today with drainage ditches and
managed streams, the low lying area is
still marshy, the lane is well named.
The route bends to the right, begins to
gently climb and at the next junction
and keeping straight on changes
name to La Hougue Mauger. The high
hedges indicate that this has been a
heavily used lane as footfall and cart
have cut their way through the soils
and stone over time.
There is a sudden transition from dark
tree lined lane to wide open space
at the next junction as the narrow
fields ahead fall away down to the
coast offering good views of the other
islands when visibility is good.

Turning left into La Rue des Touettes
the house on the left marks the site of a
stone age Hougue and many of the large
stones that would once have surrounded
the mound can still be seen in the
surrounding walls.
Jersey Place names lists one of the
meanings for this land as the drawing
of a carriage or boat indicating a
long haul up hill and though not
immediately obvious the Hougue
marks a high point to the land around.
The many, narrow, almost treeless
fields and drystone walls are of great
age and at different times to today
the trackways offer unlimited walking
opportunities in every direction. Here
during the winter months large flocks
of finches and starlings can be seen
feeding and swirling in the air ever
alert to the presence of Marsh Harriers,
Buzzards and Sparrow Hawks.

At the junction with Rue de Crabbé,
‘Crabbé’ meaning a narrow creek, turn
left and begin your return journey. La
Charrière meaning ‘a cart track’ sweeps
in from the right, and following this lane
east next turn into Rue du Pont meaning
a ‘bridge’.
Take time at this junction to admire
a beautifully restored farmhouse
complete with thatched roof. The lane
passes over an ancient stream giving
credence to it being a bridge and there
are several large stones on either
side of the road here that may be old
marker or boundary stones.
The lane and the walk ends with
St Mary’s School on your left and the
carpark across the other side of La
Verte Rue.
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