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Looking After Your Visitors – Bats
Jersey has 13 known species of bats, two of which have been identified recently and there may be more species to discover.  
Our species assemblage is made up of UK and mainland European species. We are lucky to have a breeding population of 
grey long eared bats (GLE), which are decreasing in numbers in the UK. Recent research has shown that the Jersey GLE bats 
migrate to the UK aiding their population and there is a strong likelihood that individuals fly from France to Jersey. The most 
frequent species of bat found in Jersey is the common pipistrelle. 

Bats can use trees and caves to roost, however due to a loss of suitable habitats, bats have adapted to living in buildings, barns 
and loft spaces and are increasingly dependent on man-made structures to live and breed.  Depending on the species, they 
can require open void spaces or small crevices in which to roost. Bats are faithful to their roosts and will return year on year to 
the same place and produce only one “pup” a year and so existing roosts need to be carefully looked after.

In Jersey all bat species and their roosts are strictly protected under the Conservation of Wildlife (Jersey) Law 2000. It is an 
offence to knowingly capture, injure or kill a bat. The Law also protects bat roosts including disturbing or obstructing access to 
a known roost.
 
A single bat can eat over 3,000 small flies in one night and are therefore an asset to any gardener or farmer. Bats can be 
attracted into your garden in a number of ways:-

Choose Plants which will attract a good supply of insects
By planting a mixture of flowering plants, vegetables, trees and shrubs, you can encourage a diversity of insects to drop in and 
refuel from spring to autumn. Different plants attract different types of insects. For example flowers with long narrow petal 
tubes, such as Evening primrose and Honeysuckle, are visited by moths; as their long tongues can reach deep down to the 
hidden nectar. Whilst pale flowers are more easily seen in poor light, and so attract insects at dusk. Perfect for bats hunting for 
food at night! Suitable plants might include Ox-eye daisy, Tobacco plant, Michaelmas daisy, Night-scented stock, Sweet william 
and Verbena.
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Trees and shrubs are important in providing food for insect larvae and adult insects, shelter for flying insects and roosting 
opportunities for bats. In a small garden, choose trees that can be coppiced – cut down to the ground every few years – to 
allow new shoots to spring from the base. Young shoots and leaves will support leaf-eating insects, even if they do not 
produce flowers, and bulbs will flourish under the reduced canopy. Hedges will also provide cover for foraging bats as well as 
flight lines for bats leaving roosts at dusk. Suitable trees and shrubs might include Buddleia, Hawthorn, Hazel, Elder and Dog 
rose.

Create a wet area
A small pond, marshy area or even a bog garden will attract insects, as many of the tiny flies favoured by bats start life in 
water as aquatic larvae. Marginal plants can be planted around the pond to create soft edges and encourage further insects.
 
Avoid insecticides
Unfortunately chemical pesticides kill non-target beneficial invertebrates including natural predators and so may do more 
harm than good. They also reduce bats’ insect prey and leave traces of poison in the food chain.

Give a Bat a home
Bat boxes are artificial roosts designed to encourage bats into areas where there are few roosting sites, such as holes in trees 
or buildings. There are various designs of bat box, some that can be made at home and some that are available commercially. If 
you make your own you need to remember that bats do not like draughts, and prefer well insulated boxes where temperature 
and humidity remain constant. They also need a rough textured wood to cling to. The wood should not be treated because bats 
are very sensitive to chemicals. A ‘bat ladder’ or other landing area that leads to an entry slit wide enough to admit bats, but 
narrow enough to keep out predators is also essential (15 – 20 mm). Designs and instructions for making your own bat box can 
be found at www.bats.org.uk. When fitting your bat box remember to locate it close to hedges and tree lines that bats fly along 
and at least 4 or 5m above the ground. It also needs to be sheltered from strong winds and exposed to the sun for part of the 
day (usually S/SW) The Department of the Environment may have basic bat boxes available for a small charity donation.

All of these features; plants, trees, shrubs and ponds have the added bonus that they will help encourage other wildlife into 
your garden including birds, toads and squirrels. This increases the biodiversity of your area, making your garden a very 
exciting place to sit and observe Jersey’s unique wildlife in comfort.

For more information regarding bats in Jersey contact; 
Department of the Environment on 441600
or email environmentenquiries@gov.je , 
Jersey Bat Group www.jerseybatgroup.org 
Bat Conservation Trust website www.bats.org.uk 
Conservation of Wildlife (Jersey) Law 2000 www.jerseylaw.je

Our thanks go to Denise McGowan, Natural Environmental Officer, from The Department of Environment for her help in 
writing this article


