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We do like to fly beside the seaside

THE OYSTERCATCHER
By far the most familiar of all our shorebirds, with its stark 
black and white plumage, sturdy orange bill and pink ‘wrinkly 
stockings’. Despite its apparent bashfulness, the highly 
sociable oystercatcher is a noisy, chatty bird that shows little 
respect for keeping avian noise levels to a minimum.
Although the species is regularly reported in the thousands 
during each winter, Jersey’s summer breeding population 
reaches no more than a few hundred pairs.

DID YOU KNOW?
Whoever thought of them as the ‘catchers of oysters’ were 
probably also aware that the birds number-one favourite 
meal is mussels delicately followed by cockles, winkles, small 
crabs and shrimps.

THE SANDERLING
Should you ever see small birds actively engaged along the 
tideline looking for all the world like tiny clockwork wind-up 
toys, then the chances are that they’re sanderlings.
Roughly the same size as a starling, these manic little 
shorebirds are pale grey in colour and have short black bills 
and black legs. For some peculiar reason, they seem to find 
getting their feet wet totally unacceptable and make every 
effort to out-run the incoming tide. Sanderlings are masters 
of aerial precision and fly in tight and impressive formations.

DID YOU KNOW?
The sanderling has no breeding allegiance either to Britain or 
to any of the Channel Islands but prefers to raise its young in 
the high Arctic Circle.

THE TURNSTONE
Like the sanderling, turnstones are winter visitors to Jersey 
and breed in the high Arctic where they produce up to four 
downy chicks which leave the nest within just a few hours of 
hatching. The same size as the garden blackbird, turnstones 
are brindle-brown in colour and have short  
orange-coloured legs. They prefer pebble beaches where they 
feed on sandhoppers and small shellfish. Like other shorebirds, 
they are extremely ‘community spirited’ and roost on offshore 
rocks in tight little ‘huddles’ with other wading birds.

DID YOU KNOW?
The name turnstone comes from the bird’s habit of leaving ‘no 
stone unturned’ when looking for shoreline delicacies. 

While Jersey’s wonderful coastline offers us, the pleasure seeker, a multitude of leisure related opportunities, quite a few bird 
species regard the shoreline as an essential means of survival Relying , as they do, on gaining sufficient protein from all things 
maritime, a fine selection of wading birds spend the majority of their time along our beaches, generally unnoticed yet rarely 
unseen as they go about their tidal shift-work. If you haven’t been introduced to some of them already, then it’s high time, 
perhaps, that you make their acquaintance.  
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THE GREY PLOVER
Grey, plump and, some might say, bearing a bit of a lonesome 
attitude, sums up just how reasonably easy these shorebirds 
are to identify.
The birds all-round winter-grey plumage is accentuated 
during the breeding season by a highly noticeable black belly-
patch; an essential piece of equipment for attracting a mate.
Grey plovers never seem to be in too much of a hurry, simply 
taking a few step here and a couple of steps there with a 
customary pause for thought in between..

DID YOU KNOW?
By the end of each April, hundreds of grey plovers exchange 
Jersey’s diverse shoreline for their breeding territories in 
northern Russia and Siberia.

THE CURLEW
By far the largest of all our wading birds with a long, 
downward curved bill that says it all when it comes to ‘sand 
probing’.
Whether elegantly tip-toeing through the shallows on the 
lookout for tiny crustaceans or simply taking time out with its 
comrades on a favourite high-tide roost, the curlew is a firm 
component of the Island’s winter shoreline.
Unlike the other wading birds, the curlew’s general decline 
over the years has led to it receiving Red status meaning that 
the species is now regarded as being globally threatened. 

DID YOU KNOW?
The curlew has a rather melancholy call synonymous 
with moors, estuaries and, in Jersey, low-tide gullies and 
sandbanks. This lonesome call - ‘coor-li, coor-li’ ,  
is how it got its name. 


