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• Check that the pond you have chosen  

 is not a protected area (such as St. Ouen’s Pond).  

 Don’t climb any fences or cross any barriers!

• Always go with a friend or adult

• Cover any cuts with a plaster and wash your   

 hands when you are finished

• Begin by filling your container with a small    

 amount of pond water 

• Take care by the edge of the pond and carefully sweep  

 your net along and around different areas  

 (the surface / the bottom / near to plants)

• Each time you bring your net out of the water,   

 turn it inside out and carefully tip the contents   

 into your container

• Allow the contents to settle then carefully examine with  

 your magnifying glass to identify which animals  

 you have discovered

• Once you are finished, return everything to the water  

 (including all pond weed and mud). Remember that toads,  

 frogs and newts are all protected species meaning that by  

 law, you cannot take them or move them to any where  

 else (including your house or classroom)

• Be sure to wash your equipment thoroughly before using  

 in a different area (as potentially damaging invasive plants  

 are easily transferred between ponds)

If you want to see some truly unusual 

creatures, dip into the weird and 

wonderful world of freshwater animals!

You will need:

LET’S GO
POND-DIPPING!

WHAT TO DO:

Let’s Go Pond-Dipping! What To Do

• A net

• A bucket, container or tray for observing  

 your finds

• A magnifying glass

• An identification guide (like this one!)

• Wellies and old clothes
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TOAD

ADULT TOAD

toadlet TOAD SPAWN

Bufo spinosus
Toads lay their eggs in water in early spring,  

joined together in a long chain known as spawn. 

After the breeding season, toads spend their time 

on land and in the winter shelter under logs and 

stones.

Be sure to visit the Toad Trail in Hamptonne Woods –  
download the booklet from our website  
www.nationaltrust.je/resources

AGILE FROG
Rana dalmatina
Although quite common in mainland Europe, the Agile Frog  

is now very rare in Jersey and only found in small areas along the  

South-West of the island. Some differences between frogs and toads are:

AMPHIBIANS

crapaud

raînotte SP

OTTED

Amphibians Amphibians

SP

OTTED

Frogs Toads

• Pointy snout

• Smooth skin

• Lay eggs in clumps

• Rounded snout

• Bumpy skin

• Lay eggs in a chain

3

TADPOLE
TADPOLE 

WITH LEGS
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Dragonfly LARVA
These funny-looking creatures are fierce pond 

predators, shooting out their lower jaw to grab 

other insects, tadpoles and small fish. They have 

rectal gills which means that they breathe through 

their bottoms! Depending on the species, they 

can spend from a few months to a few years in 

this stage, before emerging from the water and 

clinging to a plant stem where they transform into 

an adult dragonfly and fly away to mate. 

DAMSELFLY
LARVA
Living in much the same way as 
dragonfly larva, the difference is 
that damselfly larvae are smaller, 
therefore catching smaller prey 
(small fish and small insects.) 
They have three feathery tail-like 
gills on their rear-end which is 
how they breathe.

vèr dé 
moûtchet

lêzarde 
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vèr dé 
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Amphibians Invertebrates
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Lissotriton helveticus
Adult newts are often mistaken for lizards, especially when they 
are found on land under logs, rocks and mud. However, they are 
actually amphibians and in the same group as toads and frogs. 
They spend time in fresh water during the breeding season in early 
spring, when they lay their eggs. The larvae (or newt tadpoles) 
emerge a few weeks later and over time develop their front and 
back legs before emerging as fully-formed newts in the summer. 
They eat various invertebrates such as water lice and worms.

PALMATE NEWT

INVERTEBRATES

see page 21 to see what they grow into



87

Caddisfly larva
The Caddisfly adult looks a bit like a moth with 
see-through wings. When underwater in its 
larval stage, it makes a case for itself out of a 
sticky silk it produces from its mouth, then it 
covers the silk in small pieces of plants,  
twigs, sand or shells to camouflage  
and protect itself from predators.

MAYFLY 
LARVA
This larva walks along the bottom 
of the pond eating plants. It can 
spend up to two years in this stage 
of its lifecycle before emerging, 
growing wings and flying away 
as an adult that then only lives for 
a few days!

POND SKATER
These insects are named for the way they ‘skate’ over the 
surface of the water. They spread their middle and back 
legs out for rowing and steering, and use their front legs to 
catch insects that land on the pond.
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Invertebrates Invertebrates
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WATERBOATMEN AND BACKSWIMMERS
These bugs get their name from the way they use their back legs like oars to ‘row’ through the water. Lesser Water Boatmen are herbivores, eating algae and plant waste, whereas Greater Water Boatmen are carnivores, eating insects and tadpoles. Backswimmers are very similar, but swim on their backs.

WATER BEETLES
There are many kinds of water beetle of different sizes, from just a few 

millimetres to around 4cm long. Many of them are able to fly, enabling 

them to start new families in a different pond. They start life as an egg, 

which develops into a predatory larva before it 

emerges as an adult beetle.
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Invertebrates Invertebrates
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Water Scorpion
Water Scorpions get their name 
because their body shape is like a 
scorpion. The part that looks like 
a stinger is actually a breathing 
tube (it’s another animal that 
breathes through its bottom!) It 
uses its front pincer-shaped legs 
to catch prey such as small fish, 
tadpoles and insects.

Water Spider
The Water Spider hunts and lives 

underneath the water but it needs to 

breathe air. It solves this problem by 

making a special web filled with air 

bubbles so that it can breathe underwater. 

Invertebrates 

scorpion dg’ieau

Invertebrates 
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pêtre 
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(west of island)

(east of island)
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freshwater
shrimp
Small, transparent shrimp 
that swims and moves 
quickly on its side.

POND SNAILS
Pond snails come in a variety of 

shapes and sizes, with spiral-shaped 

shells that can be pointy or flat.  

They keep air trapped inside their 

shells so that they can breathe 

underwater and use rough tongues 

to lick algae from plants. The largest is 

the Great Pond Snail which also eats 

small fish and newts.

SPO
TTED

êcrelle

SPOTTED

colînmachon 

d’mathe

MARSH
HARRIER
Circus aeruginosus
These magnificent birds of prey 
make their nests on the ground, 
flattening an area of reeds where 
they lay between two and eight 
eggs. Marsh Harriers fly with 
their wings in a shallow v-shape, 
hunting for prey such as small 
mammals, reptiles and small birds 
which they catch with their sharp 
talons (claws.)

êteurcélet des mathais

Invertebrates Birds

SP

OTTED

BIRDS
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GREY HERON
Ardea cinerea
Grey Herons are tall birds with long 
legs and a long, sharp beak which 
they use for catching fish.  
As well as fish, they also sometimes 
eat young birds, small mammals and 
amphibians. 

Mallard
Anas platyrhynchos
Perhaps our most familiar duck, the Mallard is found in almost 
all wetland habitats throughout the year. For most of the year, 
the male is colourful with a green head, purple-brown breast 
and grey body, the female is mostly brown with a small flash 
of blue on the wing. They eat a wide variety of foods including 
berries, shellfish, insects and acorns.
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OTTED

héthon

maillard

Birds Birds
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OTTED
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Tufted 
Duck 
Aythya fuligula
This medium-sized diving duck gets its name from the tuft of black feathers on the back of its head (more obvious in males 

than females.) They eat molluscs, insects and plants.

Shoveler 
Duck
Anas clypeata
A very distinctive-looking duck, 
the Shoveler gets its name from 
its wide shovel-like bill which it 
uses to scoop water and filter out 
food such as small insects and 
plant matter.

SPO
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Coot
Fulica atra
Larger than its cousin, the Moorhen, Coots 

are all-black with a white beak and ‘shield’ 

on their forehead. They are quite noisy, 

aggressive birds that flap and stamp 

through the water before taking off.  

They have flaps of skin between their toes 

which act like webbed feet to help them 

swim.

Birds Birds

SP
OTTED

mèrcrole
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Grass Snake
Natrix natrix
Grass Snakes are found in and around 
fresh water hunting for prey such 
as toads and newts. They are very 
secretive animals, spending a lot of 
time hiding away but they can swim 
so are occasionally spotted in and 
around ponds.

ReptilesReptiles

Slow Worm 

REPTILES
tchilieuvre

Anguis fragilis
Although named a worm and looking like a snake, 

the Slow Worm is actually neither of these things. 

It is in fact a legless lizard! Often found hiding 

under planks of wood and sheets of metal to keep 

warm, Slow Worms like to eat slugs and worms.

SP

OTTED

orvet

Terrapin
Trachemys scripta elegans
Terrapins make for an unusual sight in the pond as they 

are not a native species to Jersey. Unfortunately they 

have been released into natural ponds as unwanted 

pets, they can eat quite a lot of native wildlife such as 

tadpoles, dragonfly larvae and even small chicks. 

Please make sure you contact the JSPCA if you ever 

have a pet that needs to be rehomed! tortue 
d’mathe
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Damselflies and 
Dragonflies 

BLACK TAILED SKIMMERCOMMON DARTER  

Southern 
Migrant 
Hawker

Damselflies have long, thin bodies and do not fly as strongly as 
dragonflies. Like dragonflies, they can be found around still or 
slow-moving water where they lay their eggs and catch flying 
insects to eat. At rest, dragonflies hold their wings out to the  
sides whereas damselflies hold them closed along the length  
of their body.

BEAUTIFUL 
DEMOISELLE  

Calopteryx Virgo

Sympetrum striolatum

Sympetrum striolatum

Orthetrum cancellatum

BLUE TAILED
DAMSELFLY

Ischnura elegans

InvertebratesInvertebrates

SPOTTED
SPOTTED

SPOTTED

SP
OTTED

SP
OTTED

d’mouaîselle
(damselfly)

(dragonfly)

moûtchet
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WHY NOT MAKE  
YOUR OWN?
You don’t need lots of space to have a pond 
in your garden. It can be as small as a 
bucket and still attract wildlife. 

Why Not Make Your Own?Reptiles

 

• Choose a container that will fit in your outdoor space.  

A bucket or washing-up bowl will work well.

• Fill the bottom of the container with sand and stones  

(from the garden centre or your own garden, not the beach.)

• Ask at the garden centre for native aquatic plants (be sure 

to avoid invasive species such as Parrot Feather and New 

Zealand Pygmyweed) which help to put oxygen in the water 

and small baskets to plant them in. Put in a layer of aquatic 

compost, then the plants, then top with pea gravel. You may 

want to put the planted baskets on bricks to raise them up 

inside the pond. 

• Fill your container with rain water (or tap water that has 

been left outside for a few days.)

• Make sure that animals can get in and out of the water by 

either placing it in a hole (to make the surface level with the 

ground) or building a pile of stones up to the surface.

Now sit back and watch for wildlife enjoying their new habitat!

23 Why Not Make Your Own?
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Join the
National Trust

Did you enjoy discovering 

the incredible animals that 

live in freshwater?

Discover     Enjoy     Protect

There are many benefits to becoming a member of the National Trust for Jersey including: 
 
• Free entry to all Trust sites in Jersey such as Le Moulin   de Quétivel, Hamptonne and our Georgian house at 16   New Street

• Free entry to over 300 National Trust properties in the   UK and worldwide

• Free children’s events throughout the year including   Rock Pool Rambles, Bug Safaris, Woodland Wanders   and Hop To It!

• Reduced rates for the hire of Trust properties Le Câtel   Fort and Le Don Hilton

• Two magazines per year

• 10 % discount in the Trust’s gift shops and Locke’s Café

Join The National Trust Join The National Trust

By joining the National Trust for 
Jersey, you and your family will have 
the opportunity to visit more truly 
memorable places, attend lots of exciting 
and educational events and most 
importantly help us to look after special 
places in Jersey forever, for everyone.

Membership starts from just £15 per year.  
Visit www.nationaltrust.je/
joinandgetinvolved/membership 
to sign up.



The National Trust for Jersey, The Elms, La Chève Rue, St Mary, Jersey, JE3 3EN
Telephone 01534 483193  Email enquiries@nationaltrust.je


