
Things to Make

YOU WILL NEED

1. Cut twigs & branches
2. Short logs  

(all less than 30cm)
3. Old bricks and stones, 
4. A spade/ trowel
5. Some gravel

Toad Abode

Adult Activities

Outdoors

Our Education team are presenting a range of 
activities to encourage you to give nature a home, 
namely ‘Animal Abodes’. Building a toad abode 
is a fun, creative way to help out our amphibious 
amigos and a lovely addition to any garden. Many 
thanks to the RSPB for the great idea.

If you have been out at dusk or night-time this spring, 
you may have started to spot the ‘Jersey Crapauds’ on 
the move to their breeding ponds or hunting for tasty 
insects. Crapaud is the French word for toad, so has 
become the name for the only toad species that we 
have on the island. It is also known as the spiny toad, 
and its Latin name is Bufo spinosus. This species is 
very special as it is found nowhere else in the Channel 
Islands nor even the UK, and, unlike its other Jersey 
relative, the agile frog, is happiest living in people’s 
gardens. Great news for gardeners, as one of their 
favourite foods are slugs!

During night-time and in winter toads need safe, damp 
places to hide, particularly if you have a garden pond, 
as the little toadlets will start to come out of the water 
in June as soon as they have grown their front legs.

You can really give them a helping hand by building 
this home for them, plus word might get out with the 
nearby toads and more will come to help out with 
garden pest-duty! 

You will need:
Cut twigs and branches, short logs (all less than 30cm), 
old bricks and stones, a spade/ trowel, some gravel.
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Dig a flat round hole, which is about 30cm wide by 
15cm deep.

Pick a shady area. If you have a pond then a spot 
nearby is ideal, but you will still have toads living in 
your garden most of the year, even if you don’t have 
a pond.
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Then add your logs and branches on 
top of the stones (save some branches 
for decorating your abode at the end). 
You will want to make sure there are 
still gaps but have all your building 
materials close enough so that they 
don’t collapse. 

Keep building like this until it is higher than 
ground level.

Sprinkle some of the gravel into the 
abode and top off with some soil. Make 
sure you don’t close up all the corridors, 
and that you leave plenty of entrances 
round the sides and at the front.

Create a camouflage roof on top using your 
branches and twigs. You can also decorate 
or disguise it with natural materials, and 
make a sign to welcome in your new  
toad tenants!

Your abode should last a few years, after 
which point you can carefully dismantle it 
and make a newly remodelled one.
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Place your stones in the bottom of the 
hole, with lots of small gaps in between 
for the toads to squeeze into. Try to 
make lots of thin corridors, like a maze 
leading towards the middle.


