Adult Activities

Outdoors

Creating a Wildlife Pond
Introduction:
Ponds are the most single important thing for attracting wildlife into your garden
– if you only do one thing then BUILD A POND.
Speak to any naturalist about ponds and within 10 seconds you will realise how special they are. Wildlife ponds are islands
of tranquillity in our gardens and schools, a habitat that is a haven for wildlife, as well as being a ready-made laboratory for
children. Quite simply no other habitat supports such a variety of life by acting as a shelter, water and a source of food.
Here is a quick guide to explain the most important steps for planning, building and looking after your very own wildlife pond.

Designing and Planning a Pond
The key to any thriving wildlife pond is to make sure you do
your homework before you start building. Become familiar
with how your pond will function and which animals and
plants will live within it.
•

Crucial to any thriving pond is location. Make sure to
do your research on what you want and what the laws
will allow you to have.

•

The ideal location is for part, but not all, of your garden
pond to be in full sunlight. It is important to try and
achieve a balance between sun and shade

•

With wildlife ponds, bigger does not
necessarily mean better.

•

When it comes to size, the most important aspect is
the depth, as realistically you need a depth of at least
60cm. This is to prevent the pond completely freezing
in the winter and drying out in the summer

•

The kidney shape is highly recommended.
This is because it creates plenty of shallow areas and a
mixture of miniature habitats within your pond.

•

Your pond will need sloping sides to create shallows,
as this is where most of the wildlife will live. The gently
sloping sides are also safer for children.

Building a Pond
When building, make sure to stick to the design that you have
agreed upon. Here are a few key points:
Digging
•
First of all mark out your pond with a rope or
wooden stakes.
•
When digging, split the area into squares and take away
the turfs, which you can use later on to cover the pond
liner around the edges.
•
Make sure to dig from the centre and work your
way outwards.
•
Once your pond is dug, smooth down the surface with
the back of a rake and make sure the sides are level by
using a spirit level.
•
Check the bottom for any sharp edges, such as roots
and then put down a layer of sand to help protect the
waterproof liner

Installing the liner
•
To work out how much soft felt and liner you need, you
can use this simple equation:
•
Total Width or Length = Width or Length + (2 x Depth)
•
So for a pond that is 3m wide, 5m long and 0.5 deep the
liner would need to be: 3m + (2 x 0.5) wide by 5m +
(2 x 0.5m) long = 4m wide and 6m long.
•
Next, put down a soft underlay felt, which is designed to
protect your waterproof pond liner.
•
When laying the waterproof liner make sure to get rid
of any air pockets, which you can do by creating 2 or 3
large folds around the pond.
•
Make sure to add some play sand (which is sterile),
gravel and stones to the bottom to weigh the liner down
and act as a habitat for hibernating animals.
Adding the water
•
The most important part of a pond is its water. Just as
soil acidity, alkalinity (its pH) and nutrients affect the
plants in your garden, so they also affect the life within
your pond.
•
The best way to fill your pond is with rainwater, as it
does not contain the chemicals that tap water does,
especially when it comes to nitrates.
•
When the water starts filling the pond it will tighten the
liner and will enable you to start creating large folds to
remove any air pockets underneath the liner.
•
When the pond is half full, you will need to start digging
in the ends of the liner, making sure none of it is exposed.
•
The turfs of grass you have saved can now be put back
on the edge of the pond.

Adding the plants and finishing touches
•
Remember that different plants are adapted to grow in
different areas of the pond (see the table overleaf).
•
It is recommended that you either use planting baskets or
create planting areas so that your plants do not get out of
control and can be easily managed during the winter.
•
Make sure to use aquatic compost and then gravel, or
pebbles on top of this to compact the soil.
•
You will need oxygenating plants, which will filter the
water and produce the oxygen needed. There is no need
for water pumps or filters.
•
When the pond is full, you can add logs around the edge
to create a natural border.
•
It will take a couple of days for the water to settle. Your
pond is now complete and ready for its influx of animals
when spring arrives.

Pond Maintenance
Looking after and taking care of your new pond is a relatively simple task with the general rule being to do small tasks often.
•
•
•
•
•

Be aware that it will take around 12 months for your pond to find a correct balance and become a settled eco-system.
One of the main problems with a new pond is with nutrient in-balance, which encourages algae and pondweed to flourish.
Pondweed will need to be manually removed, but adding more oxygenating plants can balance up the nutrient levels.
One way to remedy algal blooms is to add barley straw encased in a net.
It is important that during the autumn you clear out items such as leaves and any other matter that falls into your pond as
they will decompose in and release nutrients into the water. These nutrients will encourage algae to grow.

Flora and Fauna
In the table below are a few native plants that we recommend getting you started. Please make sure to plant only British
species that are native to Jersey. Also, avoid fish of any description, as they will eat most of the insect life in your pond.
Plant name

Latin name

Type of plant

Description

Curled Pondweed

Potamogeton crispus

Oxygenator

Should be in the deepest part
of the pond

Hornwort

Ceratophyllum demersum

Oxygenator

Provides underwater cover
for newts and frogs and
absorbs excess nitrates in the
water. Does not take root.

Purple Loosestrife

Lythrum salicaria

Pond-edge plant

Suitable for boggy areas as
well as pond margins. Prefers
sun or partial shade. Planting
depth 0-30cms.

Ragged Robin

Lychnis flos-cuculi

Pond-edge plant

Flowers from May-August
and thrives in damp soil.

Water Forget-me-not

Myosotis scorpiodes

Shallow water plant

Needs partial shade in shallow
water, less than 30cm deep.

Water Mint

Mentha aquatic

Pond-edge plant

Suitable for boggy areas or
pond margins. Prefers site
in full sun. Planting depth
0-30cms.

Water Soldier

Startiotes aloides

Open water floating plant

Looks very much like a
pineapple top floating in the
water with white flowers
during the summer.

Water Starwort

Callitriche stagnalis

Submerged plant/
Oxygenator

Native oxygenator that roots
in the bottom of the pond or
in a basket

Yellow Flag Iris

Iris pseudacorus

Shallow water plant

Flowers from May-August.
Suitable for boggy areas and
pond margins.

Pond Life
You have spent hours digging, lining and filling your pond, here is the wildlife you can expect to attract.
Name: Backswimmer
Type: Insect
Description: The Common Backswimmer, also known as the ‘Water Boatman’, is widespread and common in ponds.
Backswimmers swim upside-down through the water, often near the surface where they grab insects that have fallen in to the
water film. They are very active predators, hunting many smaller invertebrates, tadpoles and small fish
Name: Blue-tailed Damselfly
Type: Insect
Description: This species derives its name by the fact that the eighth segment in the males is entirely pale blue. The adult
damselflies prey on small flying insects, caught using their legs like a basket to scoop the prey up while flying, or insects taken
from leaves.
Name: Common Toad ‘Crapaud’
Type: Amphibian
Description: Our largest ampihibian is unseen during the day it usually lies hidden. It becomes active at dusk and spends the
night hunting for the invertebrates on which it feeds. They are highly dependent on garden ponds for food and spawning.
Name: Great diving beetle
Type: Insect
Description: The Great Diving Beetle is blackish-green in colour, and one of our largest beetles. They can be spotted coming to
the surface, pointing the tip of their abdomen out of the water to replenish the air supply stored beneath the wing cases.
Name: Lesser water boatman
Type: Insect
Description: Like the backswimmer, it has long, oar-like legs to help it swim at the surface of the water, but it does not swim
upside-down. During warm weather the adults may take flight.
Name: Palmate Newt
Type: Amphibian
Description: Jersey’s only newt species, the Palmate Newt is peachy-yellow underneath with few spots on the belly. They
spend most of their time feeding on invertebrates in woodland, hedgerows and grassland, returning to water sources to breed.
Name: Pond Skater
Type: Insect
Description: Often seen in large groups, they ‘skate’ around on the surface of the water on ponds, lakes, and slow-flowing
rivers, feeding on smaller insects which they stab with their sharp mouthparts or ‘beaks’.
Name: Whirligig Beetle
Type: Insect
Description: Whirligig Beetles live on the surface of the water, often in large groups. They are shiny black and oval in shape,
and their circling behaviour is unmistakeable, using their back two pairs of legs as modified short paddles.

HSBC – we would like to thank HSBC for kindly sponsoring the‘Hop to It’ project, an ambitious initiative that aims to create a
network of wildlife ponds throughout the island. In Phase 1 of the project 8 ponds were built in primary schools during a 3 year
period. We are now moving onto phase 2 where we are planning to build a further six to eight pounds including raised ponds
in urban environments.
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