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Length: 2.7km to Grève de Lecq
Duration: Around two hours at a slow pace, and 
depending on how many seabirds you spot!

Not suitable for wheelchairs or buggies due to steps on 
the coastal footpath. Refreshments and toilets available  
at Plémont Café (Plémont Bay) and at Colleen’s Café 
(Grève de Lecq Bay)

The two puffins are ‘billing’, which is a behaviour where they rub their 
bills together with their mate. They are thought to do this to reinforce their 
bond, especially after having spent many months apart living at sea.

Puffins reach breeding age at 5 or 6 years old. They mate 
for life, and can live for 20 years or more. The pair reunites 
at the beginning of the breeding season at their nesting 
burrow, which they tidy up and line with fresh grass. 
They lay only one egg, and when it hatches they tend 
to the puffling underground, to keep it safe from gulls.  
The puffling leaves its burrow and fledges at night towards 
the sea, on its own, and will not return to land until years 
later when it is ready to breed.
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ou can arrive on the Bus No8 and No9, or by 
car. Park in any of the car parks along La Rue 
de Petit Plémont and walk to the Puffin willow 

sculptures on the National Trust land, overlooking the 
Plémont Headland.
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How to get there
Head to the small car park between the sculptures and 
the headland, and follow the footpath that heads to the 
National Trust for Jersey top bunker. After 50 meters you 
will see a small clearing to the left, surrounded by stones. 

Look out for 
Puffins and Razorbills bobbing on the waters below, and 
Shags swimming or diving, chasing fish underwater 
Oystercatchers flying past or sitting on the rocks, Fulmars 
flying close to the cliffs, as well as Herring Gulls and Great 
Black-Backed Gulls cruising at eye level.

Atlantic 
Puffin

Herring Gull

Fratercula arctica
Puffins are a type of auk that breed in 
burrows and rocky crevices in sea cliffs. 
They can dive to depths of 60 meters in 
search of sandeels and herring.  
Their specialised beaks can hold dozens of 
fish at once, and glow under UV light.  
In Jersey there used to be a large breeding 
colony of Puffins, with hundreds of birds 
in the cliffs near Plémont. Nowadays there 
are only four breeding pairs in Jersey, and 
the species is classified as endangered.

Larus argentatus
Herring Gulls are the most common gull 
in Jersey, found all year round by our 
coasts as well as in towns, fields and 
reservoirs. They have light grey backs 
and pink legs, with large yellow bills. 
Their young are brown and mottled. 
They nest in cliffs as well as buildings, 
rearing up to three chicks which they 
protect fiercely from predators and 
humans. Like many other species, its 
populations are declining and it has 
been placed in the red list.
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How to get there
Follow the footpath to the top bunker and past it, walking 
down the short steps that join the main coastal footpath. 
Take the footpath eastwards for 250m and you will 
arrive at a bench overlooking a headland.

Look out for
Nests of Fulmars on the cliff opposite, and large 
Shag nests below them closer to the high tide mark.  
This is also a great place to see Razorbills rafting on 
the waters below.

CREUX GABOUREL

European 
Shag
Gulosus aristotelis
European Shags are related to 
Cormorants, but smaller in size and 
prefer to nest by the sea.  
They build large nests, laying up to 
three eggs, and can travel far looking 
for fish to catch. They can dive down 
to 45 meters below water.

Northern 
Fulmar
Fulmarus glacialis
Fulmars are related to Petrels, 
Shearwaters, and Albatross.  
They have specialised tubular nostrils 
above their bills, and slender straight 
wings which help them to fly very 
close to the water, as if ‘shearing’ it.
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How to get there
Continue on the coastal footpath heading east for 
another 850m, following steps going down and up the 
sides of a headland, passing a bench at the top of it, 
and another small valley that rises upwards. Stop by a 
bench under some very large conifers to look down to 
the small bay, between Petit and Grand Becquet. 

Look out  for
Puffins and Razorbills rafting and fishing in the 
waters below, Fulmars flying close to the cliff edge, 
and Oystercatchers sitting on the rocks near the  
water mark.

PETIT BECQUET

Razorbill

Oystercatcher

Alca torda
Razorbills are auks, like Puffins.  
They nest on steep rocky ledges laying 
a single egg, which has a pointy shape 
to prevent it from rolling off the edge. 
Like Puffins, they eat sandeels, sprats 
and herring. The chicks fledge before 
their wing feathers are developed, so 
the parents encourage them to jump 
hundreds of feet to the sea below.

Haematopus ostralegus
Oystercatchers are a type of wader 
with long, strong beaks that help them 
eat cockles, mussels and other shellfish. 
They lay two to four freckled eggs, 
nesting on a scrape on open ground, 
which they protect from predators with 
loud calls and swooping flights
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How to get there
Follow the footpath in the same direction eastwards 
for just under 400m to another bench overlooking 
Douet Du Mer bay, below the clay target club. 

Look out for
Nests of Lesser Black-Backed Gulls and Herring Gulls 
on the cliffs below the target club, Puffins bobbing on 
the water, and Fulmars flying close to the cliffs.

DOUET DU MER

Great Black-
backed Gull

Larus marinus
This is the largest gull in the world, with broad 
black wings, yellow bill, pink legs, and a powerful 
build, which they use to harass other birds to 
steal their food and even to hunt small birds and 
mammals. Pairs are very territorial and nest 
away from each other, laying usually three eggs, 
which are incubated in turns by both parents. 
Once fledged, the young might remain with their 
parents for up to six months, before joining other 
immature gulls to search for food. They will 
take between four to six years to reach breeding 
status, and they can live up to 27 years at least.

Lesser Black-
backed Gull
Larus fuscus
This gull is slightly smaller than a Herring 
Gull and has a darker back, with yellow bill 
and legs. This gull only lives in Europe and 
the UK is home to 40 percent of the world’s 
population. The British population migrates 
south in winter, mainly to Spain and Portugal, 
returning in February to its breeding 
grounds. In Jersey they nest in small colonies 
along the coastal cliffs, or on top of some of 
the large warehouses near the harbour.
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Turn around to head back to Plémont, or head to Grève de 
Lecq (1.2km away) by following the footpath down a set of 
steep steps that lead to a valley bordering the target club. 
Where the footpath ends, take the Chemin de la Commune 
and then turn left to Rue du Moulin. This short lane turns into 
a footpath that leads down to the bay, ending by the side 
of the Prince of Wales pub. Here you can walk the harbour 
wall looking back to the west, where you might see Puffins, 
Razorbills or Fulmars on the water.
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